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Itis a little known fact that Tay- correlation between the pearl that
lor Shellfish is involved in the pearl @ comes out of an oyster and what goes
side of shellfish farming...in Fiji. into it; the skill of the person perform-
ing this operation is highly critical.

Fiji is comprised of some 330 .
J.Hunter has some of the best techni-

islands located in the SW Pacific
Ocean; roughly 100 of these are in- ]l!-E'H!EIIJEI
habited. The farms operating in Fiji g e
are located in bays around the larger et
islands, with the oysters hung from
ropes floating on buoys. These bays
provide some protection from
weather and food in the form of algae
for the oysters to grow.

cians available; two Japanese techni-
cians have over 30 years of experience
each! Continued pg 3

The greatest co
pearl farms is oyster supply.
However, the oysters they do have
are distinctive in their size, body
color and shell color. These are
reproduced in the hatchery setting,
with some success. As a result of the
lengths and costs associated with
getting the oysters, they have to do
their best to create large, higuality
and uniquely colored pearls. They
are able to do this, allowing them to
stand out among other pearl growers.

Japanese technician, Mr. Matsuda,
harvesting a pearl

Oysters hung from ropes
floating on buoys

One of the keys to producing
such high quality pearls involves the
implanting process. There is a

The diverse colors of the

Fiji pearls have made them _ i el 4
very popular \ * o
Samish Watershed Polluti
Like many of our growing areas Samish river during a storm The Department of Ecology has
Samish Bay has been troubled by exceeded state fecal coliform recently completed a cleamp plan
water quality problems for a number bacteria standards by 170 for the Samish watershed and at

of years. While there have been times. Since then storm event the Direction of Ecology Director
many of actions taken to address thesampling has documented high  Jay Manning have made

pollution sources it became painfullylevels of fecal coliform bacteria  implementation of the plan a high
evident in the past 18 months that throughout the watershed which priority. Skagit County, Ecology
wedre | osing gr o thasdesultedintenweeklong and other stakeholders are
closures of the bay for shellfish  working extensively to identify and

The first revelation was April - )
harvesting. correct the pollution sources.

2008 when a water sample from the
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Fortino Rojas has worked at
# the Taylor Resources FLUPSY
& since April of 2001. The

& FLUPSY is a Floating Well

i System that works as a nursery
for shellfish once they leave the
hatchery to get them up to size
for life at the beach. During the
~ | winter months he also works at
the mussel farm and out on the
bay when needed.

He likes his job and when
heds not
. Resources, he lives at a

.| Christmas tree farm where he
| works parttime. Before he
started working for Taylor he
worked only at the tree farm.

He works so much to
support his family, who still lives
in Mexico. He has a wife and
three children there (2 sons,
ages 8 and 14 and a 12 year old
daughter). The last time he saw
his family was in Feb. 2004.

This year

$7,000 for the Skagit

wor kin

Low Tide Mud Run were a
success! We raised nearly

S\

Fortino Rojas

People who know Fortino say give him money, because he saysI
heds al ways doi itpystfedisigoogtehelpo he ll
others. July 18th was no someone. Fortino says the best |
exception. Fortino had the day part of the story is that as he
off, so he was planning on continued his drive to Tacoma, I
grabbing some pancakes for he saw the man he had helped |
breakfast and heading up to pulled over helping someone else|
Tacoma. On his way to breakfast at exit 128.

\
|

he stopped to help a man with a The man who Fortino helped :
flat tire. He drove the manto a that day also happened to be a |
store to get a c'Hylbr)Sheﬁfishfsleeﬁ Efer U9

him back to his car and helped

mfix g tirer ay 1 or Fortino was a Taylor employee. :
While fixing the tire, Fortino He sent a nice letter to the

met a woman who needed a ride company praising Fortino along

to Shelton, so he gave her a ride with a thank you card and check |

and got back on the road towards for $100 to Fortino. Fortino

customer, so he knew that

Tacoma. Cruising down3, sent the money to Mexico for !
Fortino saw the same man he hadchildren with Leukemia. I
helped earlier pulled over at exit After hearing this story, | |
11. oYou agai R Portifohdt toBHe S 2]
when he saw Fortino get out to employee highlight for the
help him. This time Fortino month. I
drove the man to Lakewood and ) |
back to get a new tire for his car. _1nank you, Fortino, for I

Fortino denied tb?inganrﬁ)éaW%estoat'J?f\"Se r/
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Bivalve Bash Results

0 s Bmnd\Raby WasorBfa gifs. a n 8ave the date! The next
Bivalve Bash and Low Tide
Mud Run will be held on
Saturday, July 24th, 2010.

There were some incredible
oyster sculptures this year: the
winner was Mike Hess, with
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Conservation Education OBival ve Mud
Alliance and the silent auction Invasive Species to Protect
raisec an additional $4,80010 \vat er shed 6 .
help SCEA protect our clean
water.

MolteRetasee yeuithergli n at e s

Mu

oBi val ve
Eliminates Invasive Species

This yeards Bash also the
host of the Busse Family Reunion,
Over 1,300 people with folks from Charleston, South
attended the event with 186 -, 6jina Wisconsin, Colorado,
adults and 65 kids running in Texas, Kansas, New Jersey,

the Low Tide Mud Run. We  geatie and all around Skagit
even had a wedding party run County

in the race! The winners of the

mud run were: Kyle McKnight

for men, Trish Griffen for

women, Evan Sather for boys
Left: the wedding party after the
mud run Right: the bride with
her daughter before the run

wa s
Protect

by Mike Hess

to

Thanks to everyone for
making this
success.

yeards Bash another

LOW TIDE LOWDOWN



